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of new and useful mechanical inventions and improvements;
and also for teaching, by regular courses of philosophical
lectures and experiments, the applications of the new dis-
coveries in science to the improvement of arts and manu-
factures, and in facilitating the means of procuring the
comforts and conveniences of life." Sir Joseph Banks,
the President of the Royal Society, was the chairman of the
managers, and Rumford was the secretary. A house was
bought in Albemarle Street and its rooms converted into
laboratories, lecture rooms, offices, etc.; and a flat for the
accommodation of Rumford. "A good cook was engaged
for the improvement/of culinary advancement—one object,
and not the least important—for the Royal Institution."
Like all other institutions founded by social idealists, its
character was rapidly adapted, not to the achievement of
the precise objects of the founders, but to those objects in
its constitution which were of interest to classes with in-
creasing social power. As the class of student in the public
grammar schools of the fifteenth century gradually changed
from orphans to the sons of princes, and as the co-operative
movement of the Rochdale pioneers changed from a com-
munal society into a business paying dividends, so the
Royal Institution changed from a laboratory for the solution
of the problems of the poor into an institution for the
solution of the scientific problems which governing opinion
of the day thought important. The solutions of the problems
of science ultimately benefit the poor, but only after they
have benefited the industrialists who exploit science.
Thomas Garnett, the professor of chemistry in the
Anderson's Institution in Glasgow, was invited in 1799 to
join the staff of the Institution as Lecturer and Scientific
Secretary. He was not very successful, so Rumford sought
for a capable assistant or prospective successor. The
brilliant young man at Clifton was an obvious candidate.
Rumford began to inquire about him, and several scientists
who knew! him personally gave strong recommendations.
His viewf- iin heat, at which he had arrived independently,
were subi tintially the same as Rumford's.
NaturajfJ Davy was elated by the approach.   In January,

